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UC Berkeley

The University of California was chartered 142 years ago as a public trust, setting the stage for excellence in higher education in the western United States. With more than 35,000 students and a distinguished faculty that has included 20 Nobel laureates over the years, Berkeley ranks as one of the world’s great intellectual centers.

UC Berkeley is internationally renowned for excellence and pioneering achievements across all disciplines. At the heart of the University’s achievements are its 1,743 full-time faculty members. Dispersed among more than 130 academic departments and more than 80 interdisciplinary research units, Berkeley’s professors are highly distinguished researchers and scholars — many of them are the leading experts in their fields.  The University offers more than 7,000 courses in approximately 350 degree programs and it produces more Ph.D.s annually than any other American university.

The University’s 35,409 students, nearly one third of who are pursuing graduate degrees, are exceptional scholars. On the undergraduate side, this is reflected in a 4.35 average weighted high school grade point for freshmen, 98 percent of whom graduated in the top 10 percent of their high school class. In 2008, Berkeley graduate students received 89 National Science Foundation (NSF) fellowships, out of 913 awarded. Berkeley, MIT, and Stanford are rivals for the highest number of NSF graduate fellowships awarded in a given year.  Berkeley is also among the universities receiving the highest number of Fulbright Fellowships annually.
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